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provided covering fire for the ones still on the 
beach. 

As soon as the Rangers pulled themselves 
over the cliff, snipers immediately fired. Fortu-
nately, the heaving bombing the Americans 
had done to the island in the days beforehand 
had created large craters in earth. This al-
lowed the Rangers to hide themselves from 
the enemy fire. 

Within half an hour, the remaining task 
forces had made it up the tall cliffs. Rudder, 
bleeding from two gunshot wounds, never let 
his focus waver or his determination grow 
weary. He discovered quickly that the Ger-
mans had left wooden decoys in the gun 
casements. Exhausted, wounded and bewil-
dered, Rudder kept pushing the Rangers in-
land. They had to find the big guns. Around 
8:00 a.m. small patrols were sent south to lo-
cate the missing guns. By 9:00 a.m., their sec-
ond goal completed. Now, they had to take 
them out. 

The Rangers had located the missing guns 
600 yards south of the Pointe. The Nazis had 
hidden the guns back from the beach to pro-
tect them from Allied air strikes and naval 
bombardment. 

Rudders’ Rangers took out the emplace-
ments using thermite grenades and eliminated 
the enemy protecting them. 

The mission though completed in spite of 
the horrific obstacles was not without cost. 
Rudder’s Rangers had over 50 percent cas-
ualties. Some Rangers gave their lives that 
summer morning conquering the cliffs. 

As American blood was shed on the French 
beaches and cliffs, General Rudder had se-
cured the beachhead for later Allied Forces 
coming ashore. This paved the way to even-
tual victory. 

In the months leading up to the Normandy 
Invasion, Rudder’s elite group of Army Rang-
ers underwent rigorous training in preparation 
for the part that they would play for the inva-
sion named Overlord at Normandy. 

Colonel Rudder put his 2nd Ranger Bat-
talion through hell in order to prepare them for 
their mission at Pointe du Hoc. He made them 
march in full gear for over 20 miles. He had 
them train in hand to hand combat, climb rope 
ladders without safety harnesses and endure 
difficult amphibious training. 

The success that the Rangers had on D- 
Day was a direct result of Rudder’s intense 
personal involvement with their training. The 
amount of effort and dedication he put forth 
into the training is why the troops were able to 
manage the chaos and complete their mission. 
Rudder made sure that every man was pre-
pared to do the impossible. 

James Earl Rudder was born in the small 
Texas town of Eden, about 45 miles southeast 
of San Angelo, in 1910. After graduating from 
high school, he played football for two years at 
Tarleton State. He then transferred to Texas 
A&M in 1930. He graduated in 1932 with a de-
gree in education. After graduation he joined 
the U.S. Army Reserves as a second lieuten-
ant. 

In 1937, he married Margaret Williamson 
(who graduated from the University of Texas), 
and together they had five children. In 1941, 
he was doing what he loved, coaching foot-
ball, when duty called. 

These brave men who cracked the Nazi grip 
on Europe began with the liberation of France 
70 years ago. From there, the Rangers went 
on to fight in the Battle of the Bulge and U.S. 

forces on to Germany. Nothing like it had ever 
been done before in history. Over 150,000 Al-
lied soldiers hit the beaches during the assault 
landings on the 6th of June. By the 4th of 
July, over 1 million joined in the invasion force 
through Normandy. It was a miraculous feat 
for 1944. 

Colonel Rudder received many military hon-
ors including the second highest award, the 
Distinguished Service Cross. He was a full 
Colonel by the end of the war and was pro-
moted to Brigadier General of the U.S. Army 
Reserves in 1954 and Major General in 1957. 

After the war, Rudder returned to Texas. He 
remained a highly successful and distin-
guished Texan until his death. 

He served as Mayor of Brady for 6 years, 
visited the White House frequently—advising 
Lyndon Baines Johnson on many military 
issues and was hired to clean up the corrup-
tion going on in the General Land Office. 

Col. Rudder became president of Texas 
A&M University in 1959 and president of the 
entire A&M system in 1965, holding both posi-
tions until his death in 1970. 

The boys of D-Day came; they liberated; 
and some went home. Over 9,000 other GIs 
are buried at the top of the cliffs of Normandy, 
France. As we reflect on those Rangers on D- 
Day, 70 years ago, and the Texan who led 
them into battle, Lt. Col. James Earl Rudder, 
we once again marvel at the lives of those we 
call the Greatest Generation of Americans. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING KISHAN PATEL AND AJ 
KOLONDRA FOR WINNING FIRST 
PLACE WITH THEIR WEBSITE AT 
THE 2014 NATIONAL HISTORY 
DAY COMPETITION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Kishan Patel and AJ 
Kolondra for winning first place with their 
website entitled ‘‘Freedom Beach: A History of 
the Fort Lauderdale Beach Wade-Ins’’ in the 
2014 National History Day Competition. 

Kishan and AJ have exemplified a strong 
commitment to the important history of South 
Florida. This was clearly displayed through the 
remarkable website they created. 

I lived through the years of segregation and 
experienced the wade-ins first hand. It is great 
to see how far we have come through the 
work that Kishan and AJ have put on display. 

I had the pleasure of being interviewed by 
Kishan and AJ for their project, and am de-
lighted to hear of their success in the competi-
tion. They were both able to come to Wash-
ington, D.C. as finalists, where they toured the 
White House and U.S. Capitol. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so pleased to recognize 
Kishan and AJ for what they have accom-
plished. Their hard work and dedication has 
paid off. 

I wish them both much success in their fu-
ture endeavors. 

H.R. 1098, H.R. 1281, H.R. 4080, H.R. 
3548, AND H.R. 4631 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to ex-
press my support for five public health bills be-
fore the House today. 

H.R. 1098, the Traumatic Brain Injury Reau-
thorization Act of 2014, extends surveillance 
and research activities for traumatic brain inju-
ries (or TBI), as well as other programs for 
TBI services and supports overseen by the 
Department of Health and Human Services. I 
represent the nation’s largest Veterans Affairs 
health facility—the West Los Angeles VA Med-
ical Center. TBI is one of many complex 
health problems affecting the veteran commu-
nity served by this facility. I am pleased that 
we were able to include a provision in the bill 
that calls on HHS and the Departments of De-
fense and Veterans Affairs to report on their 
progress in coordinating TBI efforts for current 
and former members of the military. I also 
want to commend the sponsors of the legisla-
tion, Congressman PASCRELL and Congress-
man ROONEY, for their work on this issue. 

H.R. 1281, the Newborn Screening Saves 
Lives Reauthorization Act of 2014, extends 
newborn screening services and related activi-
ties for many conditions that are not otherwise 
apparent at birth and, if left untreated, can 
cause severe disability or even death. I want 
to thank the sponsors of this legislation, Con-
gresswoman ROYBAL-ALLARD and Congress-
man SIMPSON, as well as the sponsors of the 
Senate companion bill, Senators HAGAN and 
HATCH. The bill before the House today is the 
product of bipartisan and bicameral negotia-
tions to assure House and Senate passage of 
this measure. I would also like to thank Sen-
ators HARKIN and ALEXANDER for their leader-
ship on this measure in the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. 

H.R. 4080, the Trauma Systems and Re-
gionalization of Emergency Care Reauthoriza-
tion Act, reauthorizes four grant programs that 
seek to improve access to trauma care serv-
ices within states and in rural areas. Energy 
and Commerce Members, Congressmen BUR-
GESS and GREEN, are to be commended for 
their sponsorship of this legislation and leader-
ship on trauma care issues. 

We are also considering another bill today 
related to trauma care: H.R. 3548, the Improv-
ing Trauma Care Act. This legislation expands 
the current definition of trauma for the pur-
poses of trauma care grants to include burns 
and other injuries resulting from electrical, 
chemical, or other exposures. Congressman 
JOHNSON should be commended for his work 
on this issue. 

Finally, H.R. 4631, the Autism Collaboration, 
Accountability, Research, Education, and Sup-
port Act of 2014, would extend autism spec-
trum disorder activities at the Department of 
Health and Human Services and ensure these 
efforts are better coordinated with activities 
across the federal government. The legislation 
before us reflects bipartisan and bicameral ef-
forts to advance a bill that can pass both 
chambers well in advance of the September 
30 sunset provisions that are in current law. I 
want to thank Congressmen SMITH and 
DOYLE, as well as Senators MENENDEZ and 
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ENZI, who sponsored the Senate companion 
bill. And again, I would like to thank Senators 
HARKIN and ALEXANDER for their work on this 
issue in the HELP Committee. 

All of these bills were worked out with Mr. 
PALLONE, Mr. PITTS, and Mr. UPTON. I appre-
ciate their cooperation and contributions, and 
I am pleased to support all five of these bipar-
tisan measures and urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge the hard 
work of staff on both sides of the aisle, and to 
commend them for their work on these bills, I 
particularly want to recognize Anne Morris 
Reid, our lead public health staffer, who has 
moved on to a job in the Senate, but leaves 
the House with an impressive record of ac-
complishment. 

f 

HONORING ST. HELENA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the St. Helena Public 
Library as it has been awarded second place 
in the Library Journal’s 2014 edition of their 
‘‘Best Small Library in America’’ contest. This 
award, which is funded by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, recognizes libraries across 
our country that serve a population of less 
than 25,000 and yet, still offer outstanding and 
comprehensive services to the public. St. Hel-
ena Public Library is the first library in Cali-
fornia to be honored with this award. 

St. Helena Public Library has made a con-
certed effort in recent years to ensure that 
they are providing the services that our com-
munity needs most. In doing so, they have de-
veloped new programs and practices in order 
to better serve the older adult and Spanish- 
speaking populations in our St. Helena com-
munity. For example, St. Helena Public Library 
now offers classes on general computer skills 
and social media in addition to offering tech-
nical support for personal electronic devices. 
Furthermore, the library has increased their 
Spanish language materials and has devel-
oped a Spanish website, Facebook page and 
e-newsletter. In an effort to build connections 
between the Spanish and English speaking 
communities the library sponsored a salsa 
making contest, which was a smashing suc-
cess. The library also demonstrates a stead-
fast commitment to fostering a love of reading 
in our children. I’ve seen first-hand with my 
granddaughter the library’s outstanding pro-
grams for children and how they have worked 
successfully to enhance our children’s ability 
and desire to read. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we recog-
nize the St. Helena Public Library for all they 
do to provide our community with access to 
knowledge and information. On behalf of a 
grateful community, we honor and thank the 
St. Helena Public Library today. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, on June 26, 2014, I in-
correctly voted ‘‘no’’ on the motion to recommit 
for H.R. 4899 (rollcall vote 367). This was a 
mistake. I wanted to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the motion 
to recommit for H.R. 4899 and the record 
should reflect my intent. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR RICHARD WHITE, AMERICAN 
RED CROSS, SOUTHERN ARIZONA 
CHAPTER 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Richard White, regional Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the American Red Cross, 
Southern Arizona Chapter upon his retirement 
after 14 years of service. 

Richard came to the local chapter of the 
Red Cross in 2000 after nine years with the 
United Way of Tucson and immediately made 
an impact on the success of the entire organi-
zation. When the tragic events of September 
11, 2001 happened in New York City, Richard 
provided his expertise in communications and 
emergency management. He also was instru-
mental in improving the financial standing of 
the local chapter of the Red Cross. 

The local Red Cross chapter serves 23,000 
square miles in five Arizona counties—Pima, 
Cochise, Santa Cruz, Graham and Greenlee. 
It also serves three Native American reserva-
tions—Tohono O’odham, San Carlos Apache 
and Pascua Yaqui nations. The chapter re-
sponds to a local emergency nearly every 46 
hours; serves more than 700 displaced peo-
ple, most of them children, and their pets an-
nually; trains more than 24,000 people annu-
ally in lifesaving skills; and assists nearly 
1,000 refugees each year. 

Under Richard’s leadership, the local chap-
ter also has successfully organized itself to be 
a significant resource for the many armed 
forces and veterans in my district and across 
Southern Arizona by providing crisis interven-
tion, referral and direct assistance programs. 
Recently, the Veterans Administration award-
ed the Southern Arizona Chapter a $1 million 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families grant 
to provide benefits to very low-income veteran 
families living in—or transitioning to—perma-
nent housing. The range of services offered 
under the grant include financial assistance on 
behalf of veterans for rent payments, utility 
payments, security deposits and moving costs, 
as well as other services in the community. 

In 2010, when the Southern Arizona Chap-
ter moved into its new offices, Richard took 
the initiative to go ‘‘green’’ by incorporating 
solar power and was the first American Red 
Cross chapter nationally to do so. They cur-
rently generate approximately 80 percent of 
their energy needs from a 40 KW solar array, 
saving approximately $160,000 in operating 
costs annually. 

We will miss Richard’s commitment and 
dedication, but know he has helped form a 
Red Cross chapter that is ready and able to 
respond to any emergency or community 
need. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. FREDRICK M.G. 
EVANS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a loyal South Carolinian, Dr. 
Fredrick M.G. Evans, who has dedicated his 
career to public service in South Carolina. 

In addition to his extensive career in edu-
cation, he has served as a reserve law en-
forcement officer in Orangeburg County since 
2008. Dr. Evans was recently awarded, on his 
53rd birthday, the National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion Certificate of Merit for his work with the 
Orangeburg County Police Department. During 
his time with the department, Dr. Evans has 
documented 5,500 hours of law enforcement 
duty ranging from direct patrol, to Reserve In-
vestigator, and security detail. 

Dr. Evans received his undergraduate de-
gree from Clark Atlanta University and a Mas-
ters Degree from the University of South Caro-
lina in secondary education. He continued his 
education and received an Ed.D. in Edu-
cational Leadership from the University of 
Sarasota. Dr. Evans has been a positive and 
productive citizen of South Carolina for dec-
ades. 

As a lifelong member of the Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity, a brotherhood that we share, Dr. 
Evans continues to work with students at 
South Carolina State University as Dean of 
the School of Graduate Studies. 

Dr. Evans was recognized in 2009 as the 
Orangeburg County Sheriff’s Office Reserve 
Deputy of the Year, and in March 2011, he 
was promoted to Lieutenant of the Reserve 
Deputy Sheriffs. 

National Sheriffs’ Association Executive Di-
rector Aaron Kennard said about Dr. Evans, 
‘‘we feel that his valuable contributions to his 
community and to the field of criminal justice 
and law enforcement should be commended.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Dr. Fredrick M.G. 
Evans upon this receipt of his outstanding 
award from the National Sheriffs’ Association 
and for his years of distinguished service at 
South Carolina State University. His dedicated 
commitment to his community and his profes-
sion is exemplary, and his contributions are in-
calculable. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained and was not present for rollcall vote 
No. 368. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on final passage of H.R. 4899, 
the Lowering Gasoline Prices to Fuel an 
America That Works Act of 2014. 
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